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THANKS FOR LISTENING, AN AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL COMIC ABOUT
EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND OBTAINING AN EDUCATION
Xena Lopez, Department of Art & Design, Northeastern Illinois University, Chicago, IL 60625
I will do a presentation of my art in the form of a 12-minute artist talk. My work is a hand-drawn
comic which focuses on the issue of obtaining an education whilst developing as an adolescent.
through an autobiography in coming of age. The story is a coming of age through troubling
experiences. To excel in academia, one must have a supporting environment which encourages
growth. The story begins with acknowledging the disarray in the protagonist’s household and
the effect it has over my ability to perform well in school. In turn, I display how school fails to
detect these issues nor were there any opportunities offered for help. As the story progresses, the
affordability of higher education rises as an issue. I expose one small slice of the hardships
American Education forces over the underprivileged or impoverished youth. One must make
serious sacrifices if they should choose to continue a life in education, or leave. My personal
defiance, anger, and luck pulls me through. Still, there are millions of others who have faced or
have yet to face the same predicaments as I. The work concludes in recognizing the importance
of awareness, emotional intelligence, and survivor’s guilt. This comic has been produced in the
form of a comic because my intended audience is the masses. The simple linework carries the
weight of comic relief in the dispiriting moments which may not be palatable otherwise. The
comic format is an easily consumable and distributable platform to share this story. The partial
ambiguity of scenery and characters allows the audience to easily embody and relate their
individual lives to the story itself.

